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Biden administration to boost 


vaccine supply next week 


By JONATHAN DREW 
Associated Press 
The Biden administration is giving states an approximate- 
ly 17% boost in vaccine next week following complaints 
around the U.S. of shortages so severe that some vaccl- 
nation sites had to cancel tens of thousands of appoint- 
ments with people waiting for their first shot. 
Detailed figures posted on the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention website Tuesday showed that the gov- 
ernment plans to make about 10.1 million first and second 
doses available next week, Up from this week's allotment 
of 8.6 million. The figures represent doses of both the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines. The increase comes as vaccina- 
tion sites around the U.S. are canceling large numbers of 
appointments because of vaccine shortages. Governors 
and top health officials have complained about inade- 
quate supplies and the need for earlier and more reliable 
estimates of how much is on the way so that they can 
plan accordingly. Amid the rising frustration, the Biden 
White House scheduled its first virus-related call with the 
nation's governors Tuesday. President Joe Biden planned 
to give an update on efforts to bolster the vaccine supply 
and put more shots into Americans’ arms more quickly, 
oress secretary Jen Psaki said. 
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In this Jan. 21, 2021, file photo, people who had appointments to get COVID-19 vaccinations talk 

to New York City health care workers outside a closed vaccine hub in the Brooklyn borough of 

New York after they were told to come back in a week due to a shortage of vaccines. 
Associated Press 
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Biden administration to boost vaccine supply next week 


Continued from Front 


The administration has also 
promised more openness 
and said if will hold news 
briefings three times a 
week about the outbreak 
that has killed over 420,000 
Americans. 

The setup inherited from 
the Trump administration 
has been marked by mis- 
communication and unex- 
plained bottlenecks, with 
shortages reported in some 
places even as vaccine 
doses remain on the shelf. 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Bi- 
den's brand-new director 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
was herself flummoxed 
over the weekend in trying 
to describe current sup- 
plies. "| can't tell you how 
much vaccine we have," 
she told "Fox News Sunday,” 
describing the problem 
as a challenge left by the 
outgoing Trump administra- 
tion. "And if | can't tell it to 
you, then | can't fell it to the 
governors, and | can't fell it 
to the state health officials." 
On Monday, Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis said the state 
is "at the mercy of what the 
federal government sends 
us’ and can't meet growing 
demand from residents. 
Officials in West Virginia, 
which has had one of the 
best rates of administering 
vaccine, said they have 
fewer than 11,000 first dos- 
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In this Jan. 24, 2021, file photo, Dr. John Corman, the chief clinical officer for Virginia Mason 
Franciscan Health, holds a sign that reads “Need Vaccine” to signal workers to bring him more 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine for COVID-19 as he works at a one-day vaccination clinic set up in an 


Amazon.com facility in Seattle. 


es on hand even after this 
week's shioment. 

I'm screaming my head 
off" for more, Republican 
Gov. Jim Justice said. 

The weekly allocation cy- 
cle for first doses begins on 
Monday nights, when fed- 
eral officials review data 
on vaccine = availability 
from manufacturers to de- 
termine how much each 
state can have. Allocations 
are based on each jurisdic- 
tion's population of people 
18 and older. 

States are notified on Tues- 


days of their allocations 
through a computer net- 
work called Tiberius and 
other channels, after which 
they can specify where 
they want doses shipped. 
Deliveries start the following 
Monday. 

A similar but separate proc- 
ess for ordering second 
doses, which must be given 
three to four weeks after 
the first, begins each week 
on Sunday night. 

As of Tuesday afternoon, 
the CDC reported that just 
over half of the 44 million 


Associated Press 


doses distributed to states 
have been put in people's 
arms. That is well short of 
the hundreds of millions of 
doses that experts say will 
need to be administered 
to achieve herd immunity 
and conquer the outbreak. 
The U.S. ranks fiffh in the 
world in the number of dos- 
es administered relative to 
the country's population, 
behind No. 1 Israel, United 
Arab Emirates, Britain and 
Bahrain, according to the 
University of Oxford. 

The reason more of the 


available shots in the U.S. 
havent been dispensed 
isn't entirely clear. But many 
vaccination sites are ap- 
parently holding large 
quantities of vaccine in re- 
serve to make sure people 
who have already gotten 
their first shot receive the 
required second one on 
schedule. 

Also, some. state officials 
have complained of a lag 
between when they report 
their vaccination numbers 
to the government and 
when the figures are post- 
ed on the CDC website. 

In the New Orleans area, 
Ochsner Health said Mon- 
day that inadequate sup- 
oly forced the cancella- 
tion last week of 21,400 
first-dose appointments but 
that second-dose appoint- 
ments aren't affected. 

In North Carolina, Greens- 
boro-based Cone Health 
announced it is canceling 
first-dose appointments for 
10,000 people and moving 
them to a waiting list be- 
cause of supply problems. 

Jesse Williams, 81, of Reids- 
ville, North Carolina, said 
his appointment Thursday 
with Cone Health was 
scratched, and he is wait- 
ing to hear when it might 
be rescheduled. The former 
volunteer firefighter had 
hoped the vaccine would 
enable him to resume at- 
tending church, playing 
golf and seeing friends.L) 





Judge bars Biden hich enforcing 100-day deportation ban 
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In this July 31, 2019, file photo, migrants return to Mexico, using 
the Puerta Mexico bridge that crosses the Rio Grande river in 
Matamoros, Mexico, on the border with Brownsville, Texas. 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON (AP) — A federal 
judge on Tuesday barred 


Associated Press 


the U.S. government from 
enforcing a 100-day depor- 
tation moratorium that is a 
key immigration priority of 


President Joe Biden. 

U.S. District Judge Drew 
Tioton issued a temporary 
restraining order sought 
by Texas, which sued on 
Friday against a Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security 
memo that instructed immi- 
gration agencies to pause 
most deportations. Tipton 
said the Biden administra- 
tion had failed “to provide 
any concrete, reasonable 
justification for a 100-day 
pause on deportations.” 
Tioton’s order is an early 
blow to the Biden admin- 
istration, which has pro- 
posed far-reaching chang- 
es sought by immigration 
advocates, including a 
plan to legalize an estimat- 
ed 11 million immigrants 


living in the U.S. illegally. 
Biden promised during his 
campaign to pause most 
deportations for 100 days. 

The order represents a vic- 
tory for Texas’ Republican 
leaders, who often sued to 
stop programs enacted by 
Biden's Democratic  pre- 
decessor, President Barack 
Obama. It also showed 
that just as Democratic- 
led states and immigration 
groups fought former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump over 
immigration in court, offen 
successfully, so too will Re- 
oublicans with Biden in of- 
fice. David Pekoske, the 
acting Homeland Security 
secretary, signed a memo 
on Biden's first day direct- 
iINg immigration authorities 


to focus on national securi- 
ty and public safety threats 
as well as anyone appre- 
hended entering the USS. 
illegally after Nov. 1. That 
was a reversal from Trump 
administration policy that 
made anyone in the USS. il- 
legally a priority for depor- 
tation. The 100-day mora- 
torium went into effect Fri- 
day and applied to almost 
anyone who entered the 
U.S. without authorization 
before November. Texas 
Attorney General Ken Pax- 
ton argued that the mora- 
torium violated federal law 
as well as an agreement 
Texas signed with the De- 
partment of Homeland Se- 
curity late in the Trump ad- 
ministration. L} 
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GOP largely votes against holding Trump impeachment trial 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen- 


ate Republicans voted 
overwhelmingly Tuesday 
against moving forward 


with Donald Trump's historic 
second impeachment trial, 
making clear a conviction 
of the former president for 
“incitement of insurrection" 
is unlikely. 

IN a 55-45 procedural 
vote, the Senate set aside 
an objection from Ken- 
tucky Sen. Rand Paul that 
would have declared the 
Impeachment proceed- 
ings Unconstitutional. That 
means the trial on Trump's 
impeachment, the _ first 
ever of a former president, 
will begin as scheduled the 
week of Feb. 8. The House 
impeached him two weeks 
ago for inciting deadly ri- 
ots in the Capitol on Jan. 6 
when he told his supporters 
to "fight like hell" to overturn 
his election defeat. 

Yet the support of 45 Re- 
oublicans for declaring the 
trial invalid indicates that 
there are long odds for 
Trump's conviction, which 
would require the support 
of all Democrats and 17 Re- 
oublicans, or two-thirds of 
the Senate. While most Re- 
publicans criticized Trump 
shortly after the attack, 
many of them have rushed 
to defend him in the trial, 





In this image from video, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., the president pro tempore of the Senate, who 
will preside over the impeachment trial of former President Donald Trump, swears in members of 
the Senate for the impeachment trial against former President Donald Trump in the Senate at the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. 


showing the former presi- 
dent's enduring sway over 
the GOP. 

‘lf more than 34 Repub- 
licans vote against the 
constitutionality of the pro- 
ceeding, the whole thing's 
dead on arrival," Paul said 
shortly before the vote." 
Paul said Democrats "prob- 
ably should rest their case 
and present no case at all." 
The senators took oaths 
Tuesday fo ensure “impar- 
tial justice" as jurors in the 
trial, proceedings that will 
test Republican loyalty to 


the former president for the 
first time after the deadly 
siege at the U.S. Capitol. 
Many Republican sena- 
tors, including Paul, have 
challenged the legitimacy 
of the trial and questioned 
whether Trump's repeated 
demands fo overturn Joe 
Biden's election really con- 
stitute "incitement of insur- 
rection." 

So what seemed for some 
Democrats like an open- 
and-shut case that played 
out for the world on live 
television is running into a 


Associated Press 


Republican Party that feels 
very different. Not only are 
there legal concerns, but 
senators are wary of cross- 
ing the former president 
and his legions of followers. 
Security remains tight at the 
Capitol. 

On Monday, the nine House 
Democrats prosecuting the 
case against Trump car- 
ried the sole impeachment 
charge of "incitement of in- 
surrection’ across the Capi- 
tol in a solemn and cer- 
emonial march along the 
same halls the rioters ran- 


sacked three weeks ago. 
The lead House prosecu- 
tor, Reo. Jamie Raskin of 
Maryland, stood before the 
Senate to describe the vio- 
lent events of Jan. 6 — five 
people died — and read 
the House resolution charg- 
ing ‘high crimes and misde- 
meanors.. 
Republicans came 
Trump's legal defense. 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
asked if Congress — starts 
holding impeachmert trials 
of former officials, what's 
next: "Could we go back 
and try President Obama?" 
Besides, he suggested, 
Trump has already been 
held to account. ‘One way 
IN Our system you get pun- 
ished Is losing an election." 
For Democrats the fone, 
tenor and length of the trial 
so early in Biden's presiden- 
cy poses its own challenge, 
forcing them fo strike a bal- 
ance between their vow to 
hold Trump accountable 
and their eagerness to de- 
liver on the new admin- 
istration's priorities follow- 
ing their sweep of control 
of the House, Senate and 
White House. 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
is not presiding at the trial, 
as he did during Trump's first 
impeachment, potentially 
affecting the gravitas of 
the proceedings. L) 
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Widespread internet outages hit northeast U.S. 


Associated Press 

Internet users across the 
northeast U.S. reported 
widespread outages Tues- 
day. 

In an emailed statement 
90 minutes after the out- 
age was first reported, Ve- 
rizon said it was working on 
the problem hurting Fios 
service "throughout the 
Northeast corridor’ and 
that some service had al- 
ready been restored. 

The telecom giant had re- 
oorted a cut fiber in Brook- 
lyn via Twitter, although it's 
not clear if that issue was 
responsible for the outage. 
Verizon didn't give any es- 
timate in its email about 
when the problem would 
be fixed and didn't reply 
to questions about what 
caused the problem. 


Comcast, another major 
internet service provider, 
said it had not observed 
problems with its network 
Tuesday. 

People posting on Twit- 
ter reported having issues 
connecting with various 
online services in a geo- 
graphic area stretching 
from Washington to Bos- 
ton. That densely popu- 
lated region includes key 
U.S. government services 
as well as major financial 
companies such as Fidelity 
Investments. 

Diana Gaspar's daughter 
in New York couldn't con- 
nect to her online class- 
room because their home 
internet was spotty for a 
couple of hours in the af- 
ternoon, although her 
daughter was able to log 


in with Gaspar's phone. 
"We didn't see if as a ma- 
jor issue," Gaspar said. "The 
only inconvenience was 
me not having my phone.’ 
The outage affected inter- 
net and cloud providers 
as well as major sites such 
as Google and Facebook. 
Amazon, whose web ser- 
vices division powers a 
wide ranges of online ser- 
vices, Indicated its network 
wasn't the cause of the 
oroblem. 

It said that for about an 
hour and a half, ending at 
around 12:45 p.m. Eastern, 
some customers on the 
East Coast had problems 
connecting to Amazon 
Web Services, or AWS. It 
said its services were oper- 
ating normally. 

Google said it also had not 
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In this Aug. 11, 2019, file photo, an iPhone displays the Face- 


book app in New Orleans. 


found issues with ifs own 
services and was investi- 
gating. 

The East Coast outages 
began at 11:25 a.m. local 
time and recovery began 
Gi12Z-37 Vou Ceecording 
to Doug Madory, director 
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of internet analysis at Ken- 
tik, a network monitoring 
company. He reported a 
12% drop in traffic volume 
to Verizon. 

Madory said he did not yet 
know if other carriers were 
impacted.) 
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Foot of snow blankets parts of Midwest, disrupts travel 


OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A 
major winter storm dumped 
more than a foot of snow 
on parts of the middle of 
the country while another 
system blanketed parts of 
the Southwest with snow, 
disrupting travel for a sec- 
ond consecutive day Tues- 
day and shuttering many 
schools. 

There were closures of sev- 
eral coronavirus — testing 
sites on Monday and Tues- 
day in Nebraska and lowa, 
and both states saw 12 to 
15 inches (30.5 to 38.1 cen- 
timeters) of snow in places. 
At least 4 inches (10 cen- 
timeters) of snow was ex- 
pected through Tuesday 
across most of an area 
stretching from central 
Kansas northeast to Chica- 
go and southern Michigan. 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist Taylor Nico- 
laisen, who is based near 
Omaha, Nebraska, said up 
to 15 inches (38 centime- 
ters) was reported in spots 
between York, Nebraska, 
and Des Moines, lowa. He 
said its uncommon for the 
region to get more than a 
foot of snow from a single 
storm, and it has been de- 
cades since some cities 
saw this much. 

"A lot of people tend to 
misremember snow events 
— especially from when 
you were a kid. Everything 
felt like a foot of snow when 
you were a kid," Nicolaisen 
said. "The snow drifts were 
literally higher than your 
head when you were a 
kid, but that's because you 
were 2 1/2 feet tall." 

The storm made. travel 
treacherous in places as 
wind-whipped snow piled 
Up. Interstates were tem- 
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A lone man walks along a frozen section of North Ave. beach on Lake Michigan north of down- 
town Chicago Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. 


porarily closed in western 
Nebraska and in Wisconsin 
near Milwaukee because 
of crashes Tuesday morn- 
ing, and scores of flights 
were canceled at airports 
across the region. Officials 
urged drivers to stay off the 
roaas. 

In Wisconsin, the weather 
service predicted up to 10 
inches (25.4 centimeters) 
of snow could fall in the 
Milwaukee area, with the 
highest totals along Lake 
Michigan. 

Wind gusts of 15 mph (24 
koh) to 25 mph (40 kph) 
were reported across 
southern Wisconsin, creat- 
ing drifting snow, reduced 
visibilities and complicating 
snow removal efforts, said 
Andy Boxell, a meteorolo- 
gist with the weather ser- 
vice's office in Sullivan, Wis- 
consin. 


"It's not only snow but it's 
pretty darn windy out there, 
so that's causing a lot blow- 
ing and drifting," he said. 

In the Chicago area, be- 
tween between 3 inches 
(7.6 centimeters) and 5 
inches (12.7 centimeters) 
of snow had fallen by early 
Tuesday. Meteorologist Bett 
Borchardt forecast snowfall 
Up to 8 inches (20.3 centi- 
meters) or more in north- 
ern Illinois before the storm 
ends Tuesday evening. 

The last comparable snow- 
fall hit the area in Novem- 
ber 2018, when 8.4 inches 
(21.3 centimeters) fell. 
Many schools and busi- 
nesses across the Midwest 
closed for a second day 
Tuesday as crews worked 
to dig out after the storm. 
The city of Omaha had alll 
115 of its own plows and 
300 contractors out Tues- 


Associated Press 


day working around the 
clock to clear the streets 
in Nebraska's biggest city, 
but Assistant Public Works 
Director Todd Pfitzer cau- 
tioned that the effort will 
take some time to com- 
plete. And the forecast 
calls for Omaha and much 
of eastern Nebraska to get 
another inch or so of snow 
Tuesday night. 

"We are asking for a little 
patience. We got 12 inches 
of snow yesterday," Pfitzer 
said to the Omaha World- 
Herald. 

In West Des Moines, lowa, 
Chris Borsberry said he 
needed four-wheel drive to 
make it into the Fairfield Inn 
& Suites where he works, 
and it still took him twice 
as long as normal to get 
to the hotel. Once there, 
Borsberry said he had to 
shovel the sidewalk seven 


times because it kept get- 
ting covered until the snow 
finally stopped. 

"| got excited about that 
because if meant | only 
had one more shovel pass 
to do," said Borsberry, 45. 

In York, Nebraska, roughly 
250 semitrailers waited out 
the storm at the Petro truck 
stop alongside Interstate 
80. Manager Rachael Ad- 
amson said she could see 
knee-high drifts. 

"We haven't had this much 
snow in quite a few years," 
Adamson said. 

In the South, one person 
was dead and at least 30 
others were injured after 
a tornado carved a path 
of destruction north of Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, on 
Monday night, leaving the 
area with crumpled build- 
ings and downed trees. 

In the Southwest, more 
than a foot of snow fell in 
the mountains of Southern 
California, Nevada and 
Arizona. Icy conditions in 
mountains north of Los An- 
geles shut Interstate 5 in Te- 
jon Pass and State Route 58 
in Tehachapi Pass. 

A storm buried northern Ari- 
zona In snow while sending 
flurries to the outskirts of Las 
Vegas and Phoenix. Most 
of Nevada was bracing for 
another series of power- 
ful winter storms that could 
bring several feet of snow 
to the mountains above 
Lake Tahoe by Thursday. 
Preliminary snowfall reports 
from the latest storm. in- 
cluded 14.2 inches (36 cen- 
timeters) at the Flagstaff 
airport and 16 inches (40.6 
centimeters) at Payson be- 
tween Sunday night and 
late Monday, the weather 
service said.L]} 





Amid pandemic, NY seizures of fentanyl and meth surge 


NEW YORK (AP) — Federal authori- 
ties say the amount of fentanyl 
seized in drug-trafficking investiga- 
tions in the state of New York con- 
tinues to increase at an alarming 
rate, underscoring how the pan- 
demic hasn't slowed a booming 
market for the potent synthetic 
Opioid. 

Seizures of methamphetamine — 
another highly addictive synthetic 
street drug blamed in a national 
surge in overdose deaths — also 


are on a steep rise, according to 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
numbers released Tuesday. 

There were 404 kilograms (890 
pounds) of fentanyl seized in the 
state in fiscal year 2020, a 59% in- 
crease, the DEA said. The fotal 
for meth was up 214%, to 767 kilo- 
grams (1,690 pounds), the agency 
added. 

The increases reflect an effort by 
Mexican drug cartels to expand 
their supply chains for fentanyl and 


meth — manufactured in so-called 
“super labs" south of the border — 
into the U.S. Northeast despite the 
coronavirus health crisis, said Ray 
Donovan, head of the DEA's New 
York office. 

DEA agents have seen fentanyl 
mixed with heroin, cocaine, meth 
and even marjvana, Donovan 
said. It's estimated that more than 
60% of all drug overdose deaths in 
New York City involve fentanyl, he 
added. 


"When drug traffickers introduced 
fentanyl to the illicit drug market, 
they created a monster, Donovan 
said. 

In raids in New York City in May, 
agents recovered 120,000 glass- 
ine envelopes of susoected her- 
oin mixed with fentanyl that was 
worth over $1 million. The DEA 
said dealers stamped some of the 
envelopes with a twisted brand: 
“Coronavirus."_]} 
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By NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
warned the Biden admin- 
istration on Tuesday that it 
will not have an indefinite 
time period to rejoin the 
2015 nuclear deal between 
Tehran and world powers. 
lran also said it expects 
Washington to swiftly lift 
criopling economic sanc- 
tions that former President 
Donald Trump imposed on 
the country after pulling 
America out of the atomic 
accord in 2018, as part of 
what he called maximum 
oressure against lran. 
Trump cited lran’s  ballis- 
tic missile program among 
other issues in withdraw- 
ing from the accord. And 
when the Trump admin- 
istration increased sanc- 
tions, lran gradually and 
publicly abandoned the 
deal’s limits on its nuclear 
develooment. The remarks 
Tuesday by lran’s Cabinet 
sookesman Ali Rabiei are 
oart of pressure that Teh- 
ran is trying to exert on the 
U.S. as it seeks to increase 
its leverage and get the 
Biden administration to 
quickly return to the deal. 
President Joe Biden has 
moved swiftly to dismantle 
Trump's legacy by signing 
a series of executive ac- 
tions that reverse course 





in a drill in Iran. 


on a wide range of issues, 
including climate change 
and immigration. Though 
Biden has pledged fo re- 
turn to the nuclear deal, 
Rabiei said there has yet 
to be any communication 
between Iran and Biden 
on the subject. “The USS. 
will not have all the time 
in the world,” Rabiel said. 
“We are waiting for the offi- 
cial announcement of their 
stance as well as the lifting 
of sanctions.” 

In the meantime, he add- 
ed that Iran would take a 
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lran: Biden won't have infinite time to rejoin nuclear deal 
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In this file photo released Jan. 16, 2021, by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, a missile is launched 


step further away from the 
nuclear deal by imposing a 
“restriction” on inspections 
by the U.N. nuclear watch- 
dog in late February. 

In December, lran’s par- 
liament approved a law 
Under which part of the 
inspections that the deal 
had provided for would 
be susoended in February 
if European signatories to 
the 2015 nuclear deal do 
not offer relief from oil and 
banking sanctions. 

“The window of opportu- 
nity will not be open for- 
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ever, either for the U.S. or 
the Eurooean members of 
the nuclear deal to fulfill 
their commitments,” Rabieli 
added.Tensions between 
Tehran and Washington 
have steadily increased. 
During Trump's final days as 
president, Tehran seized a 
South Korean oil fanker and 
begun enriching uranium 
closer to weapons-grade 
levels, while the U.S. has 
sent B-52 bombers, the USS 
Nimitz aircraft carrier and 
Qa nuclear submarine into 
the region. Iran has also in- 


creased Its military drills, in- 
cluding firing cruise missiles 
as part of a naval drill in the 
Gulf of Oman this month. 
lran has missile capability of 
Up To 2,000 kilometers (1,250 
miles), far enough to reach 
archenemy Israel and U.S. 
military bases in the region. 
Last January, after the U.S. 
killed a top Iranian general 
in Baghdad, Tehran retali- 
ated by firing a barrage of 
ballistic missiles at two Iraqi 
bases housing U.S. troops, 
resulting in brain concus- 
sion injuries to dozens of 
American soldiers. 

In a separate develooment 
Tuesday, Iranian state TV 
said lran successfully tested 
sophisticated technology 
for light-based data trans- 
fer known in science as en- 
tanglement-based secure 
quantum cryptography at 
a distance of 1.6 kilome- 
ter (1 mile) in the capital, 
Tehran. The technology Is 
exoected to allow for a 
secure way of sharing se- 
cret information between 
remote users. The Ccoun- 
try’'s nuclear department 
chief, Ali Akbar Salehi, said 
lranian experts embarked 
on the encryption technol- 
ogy, which only a few in 
the world have mastered 
so far, in 2018 and hope to 
use If In satellite Communi- 
cations by 2025. L} 


Israeli military chief warns of new plans fo strike Iran 


JERUSALEM (AP) — lsra- 
el’s military chief Tuesday 
warned the Biden admin- 
istration against rejoining 
the 2015 lran nuclear deal, 
even if it toughens its terms, 
adding he’s ordered his 
forces to step Up prepara- 
tions for possible offensive 
action against Iran during 
the coming yeor. 

The comments by Lt. Gen. 
Aviv Kochavi came as Is- 
rael and Iran both seek to 
out pressure on President 
Joe Biden ahead of his 
expected announcement 
on his approach for deal- 
ing with the Iranian nucle- 
ar program. In lran, leaders 
said they would not wait in- 
definitely for Biden to act. 
The 2015 deal put curbs 
on lran’s nuclear program 
In exchange for the eas- 


ing of crippling economic 
sanctions. Israel strongly 
opposed the deal, saying 
it did not include sufficient 
safeguards to prevent Iran 
from developing a nucle- 
ar weapon. If welcomed 
the Trump  administra- 
tion's withdrawal from the 
agreement in 2018. 

Biden has said he will seek 
to revive the deal, with 
some changes. 

In his address, Kochavi 
said a return to the deal, 
even with some improve- 
ments, “is bad operation- 
ally and it is bad strategi- 
cally.” He said allowing 
lran to proceed with a nu- 
clear program would be 
“an unacceptable threat 
and will lead to nuclear 
proliferation across the re- 
gion.” lran says its nuclear 


program is for peaceful 
Ourposes only. 

Kochavi said that given 
the threat posed by Iran, 
Israel's military would be 
orepared to attack on its 
own if needed. 

“| instructed the army to 
prepare a number of op- 
erational plans in addition 
to the existing ones,” he 
said. “We are taking care 
of these plans and will 
develop them during the 
coming year. Those who 
decide on carrying them 
out, of course, are the po- 
litical leaders. But these 
plans have to be on the 
table.” Just hours before 
Kochavi spoke against a 
deal, Iran prodded Biden 
to rejoin the atomic ac- 
cord. “The window of op- 
portunity will not be open 





In this Nov. 12, 2019 file photo, Aviv Kochavi, 
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hold press 


conference following the killing of a senior Islamic Jihad 
commander in Gaza by Israel, in Tel Aviv, Israel. 


for long,” said lran’s Cabi- 
net sookesman Ali Rabiel. 

Israeli officials, including 
Kochavi, say that Iran is in 
a much weaker position 
than in 2015 after years 
of sanctions by the Trump 
administration. They say 
that any new deal should 
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eliminate “sunset” provi- 
sions that phase out cer- 
tain limits on lran’s nuclear 
activities, address lran’s 
long-range missile  pro- 
gram and its military in- 
volvement and support for 
Israel’s enemies across the 
region.LJ 
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Angry farmers storm India’s Red Fort in challenge to Modi 


By SHEIKH SAALIQ 
Associated Press 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Tens 
of thousands of farmers 
marched, rode horses and 
drove tractors into India’s 
capital on Tuesday, break- 
ing through police barri- 
cades to storm the historic 
Red Fort — a deeply sym- 
bolic act that revealed the 
scale of their challenge to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government. 

As the country celebrated 
Republic Day, the long- 
running protest turned vio- 
lent, with farmers waving 
farm union and religious 
flags from the ramparts of 
the fort, where prime min- 
isters annually hoist the 
national flag on the coun- 
try’s August independence 
holiday. Riot police fired 
tear gas and water can- 
nons and set up barricades 
in an attempt to prevent 
the protesters from reach- 
ing the center of New 
Delhi, but the demonstra- 
tors broke through in many 
places. 

People watched in shock 
as the takeover of the fort, 
which was built in the 17th 
century and served as the 
pdlace of Mughal emper- 
ors, was shown live on hun- 
dreds of news channels. 
Protesters, some carrying 
ceremonial swords, ropes 
and_ sticks, overwhelmed 
police. 

The farmers have been 
staging largely peace- 
ful protests for nearly two 
months, demanding the 
withdrawal of new laws 
that they say will favor 
large corporate farms and 
devastate the earnings of 
smaller scale farmers. 

The contentious legislation 
has exacerbated existing 
resentment among farm- 
ers, who have long been 
seen as the heart and soul 
of India but often complain 
of being ignored by the 
government. As their pro- 
test has gathered strength, 
it has rattled the govern- 
ment like never before 
since they form the most 
influential voting bloc in In- 
dia and are also crucial to 
its economy. 

“We want to show Modi 
our strength,” said Satpal 
Singh, a farmer who drove 
into the capital on a tractor 





Sikhs hoist a Nishan Sahib, a Sikh religious flag, on a minaret of the historic Red Fort monument in 
New Delhi, India, Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021. 


along with his family of five. 
“We will not surrender.” 
Leaders of the farmers said 
more than 10,000 tractors 
joined the protest, and 
thousands more people 
marched on foot or rode 
on horseback while shout- 
ing slogans against Modi. 
At some places, they were 
showered with flower pet- 
als by residents who re- 
corded the unprecedent- 
ed protest on their phones. 
Authorities Used tear 
gas, water cannons and 
placed large trucks and 
buses In roads fo try to hold 
back crowd, including 
rows Upon rows of tractors, 
which shoved aside con- 
crete and steel barricades. 
Police said one protester 
died after his tractor over- 
turned, but farmers said he 
was shot. Several bloodied 
orotesters could be seen in 
television footage. 

Farmers many of them 
Sikhs from Punjab and Hary- 
ana states tried fo march 
into New Delhi in Novem- 
ber but were stopped by 
police. Since then, unfazed 
by the winter cold and fre- 
quent rains, they have hun- 
kered down at the edge of 


the city and threatened to 
besiege it if the farm laws 
are not repealed. 

“We will do as we want To. 
You cannot force your laws 
on the poor,” said Manjeet 
Singh, a protesting farmer. 
The government _ insists 
that the agriculture reform 
laws passed by Parliament 
in September will benefit 
farmers and boost produc- 
tion through private invest- 
ment. But the farmers fear 
it will leave those who hold 
small plots behind as big 
corporations win out. 

The government has _ of- 
fered to amend the laws 
and suspend their imple- 
mentation for 18 months. 
But farmers insist they will 
settle for nothing less than 
a complete repeal and 
plan to march on foot to 
Parliament on Feb. 1. 
Farmers are the latest 
group to upset Modi’s im- 
age of § imperturbable 
dominance in Indian poll- 
Cs. 

Since returning to power for 
a second term, Modi’s gov- 
ernment has been rocked 
by several convulsions. The 
economy has tanked, so- 
cial strife has widened, pro- 
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tests have erupted against 
laws some deem discrimi- 
natory and his government 
has been questioned over 
its resoonse to the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

In 2019, the year that wit- 
nessed the first major pro- 
tests against his adminis- 
tration, a diverse coalition 
of groups rallied against 
a contentious new citi- 
zenship law that they said 
discriminated against Mus- 
lims. 

But the latest protests — 
which began in northern 
states that are major agri- 
cultural producers — have 
triggered a growing farmer 
rebellion that Is fast soread- 
ing to other parts of the 
country, presenting a seri- 
ous challenge to Modi’s 
government. 

Agriculture supports more 
than half of the country’s 
1.4 billion people. But the 
economic clout of farm- 
ers has diminished over the 
last three decades. 

Once producing a third 
of India’s gross domestic 
oroduct, farmers now dac- 
count for only 15% of the 
country’s $2.9 trillion econ- 
omy. 


ie 1 BYANA 





More than half of farmers 
are in debt, with 20,638 kill- 
ing themselves in 2018 and 
2019, according to official 
records. 

Devinder Sharma, an ag- 
riculfture expert who has 
spent the last two decades 
campaigning for income 
equality for Indian farmers, 
said they are not only pro- 
testing the reforms but also 
“Challenging the entire 
economic design of the 
country.” 

“The anger that you see 
is compounded anger,” 
Sharma said. “Inequality Is 
growing in India and farm- 
ers are becoming poorer. 
Policy planners have failed 
to realize this and have 
sucked the income from 
the bottom to the top. The 
farmers are only demana- 
ing what is their right.” 
Modi has tried to dismiss 
the farmers’ fears as un- 
founded and has repeat- 
edly accused opposition 
parties of agitating them 
by spreading rumors. 

The protests overshad- 
owed Republic Day cel- 
ebrations, in which Modi 
oversaw a traditional lavish 
parade along ceremonial 
Rajpath boulevard display- 
ing the country’s military 
power and cultural diver- 
sity. Authorities shut some 
metro train stations, and 
mobile internet service was 
suspended in some parts 
of the capital, a frequent 
tactic of the government 
to thwart protests. 

The parade was scaled 
back because of the pan- 
demic. People wore masks 
and adhered to social dis- 
tancing as police and milll- 
tary battalions marched 
along the route displaying 
their latest equioment. 
Republic Day marks the 
anniversary of the adop- 
tion of the country’s consti- 
tution on Jan. 26, 1950. 
Police said the protest- 
ing farmers broke away 
from the approved protest 
routes and resorted to “vio- 
lence and vandalism.” 

The group that organized 
the protest, Samyukt Kisan 
Morcha, or United Farm- 
ers’ Front, blamed the 
violence on “anti-social 
elements” who “infiltrated 
an otherwise peaceful 
movement.” LJ 


ARUBA 
= 


ANG 





By ASTRID SUAREZ 
Associated Press 
BUCARAMANGA, Colom- 
bia (AP) — On the north 
coast of Colombia there 
is anxiety over the return 
to the South American 
country of one of the most 
feared former paramilli- 
tary commanders: Hernan 
Giraldo Serna. “El Patron” 
(the boss) or “El Taladro” 
(the drill, as he became 
known for sexually abusing 
girls in the area) stepped 
on Colombian soil Mon- 
day after finishing a 16-year 
sentence in a U.S. prison for 
drug trafficking earlier this 
month. 

Giraldo, 74, was deported 
from the U.S. and immedi- 
ately taken into custody 
by authorities in Colom- 
bia, where he is expected 
to serve time for crimes 
against humanity, including 
torture, forced displace- 
ment of people, sexual 
slavery and kidnapping, as 
well as drug trafficking. 

A photo provided by Co- 
lombian immigration adu- 
thorities showed Giraldo 
stepping onto a jet bridge 
wearing a surgical mask 
and a bulletoroof vest on 
top of gray sweatpants. 
Another photo showed him 
walking through a building 
with heavily armed police 
ahead and behind him. 
Giraldo was first arrested in 
Colombia for those crimes 
in 2006, but he was extra- 
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Some Colombians fear ex-paramilitary leader deported from US 
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In this photo released by the Colombian Migration Press Office, ex-paramilitary commander 
Hernan Giraldo Serna, center, is escorted upon arrival at the El Dorado airport after being deported 
from the U.S. to Bogota, Colombia, Monday, Jan. 25, 2021. 


dited to face charges in 
the U.S. in 2008. 

While in custody in the U.S., 
he cooperated with Co- 
lombian authorities and in 
2018, he was sentenced in 
his homeland to 40 years in 
prison after confessing to 
more than 700 crimes af- 
fecting 10,600 victims. That 
orison term was reduced 
to eight years thanks to his 
cooperation under a spe- 
cial “Justice and Peace” 
system created fo try para- 


military groups as part of 
the country’s effort to end 
decades of conflict. 

His defense team can now 
request his conditional free- 
dom for participating in 
that system and for show- 
ing good conduct while in 
prison in the U.S., but Giral- 
do would have to agree 
to continue collaborating 
with authorities looking into 
other crimes he is accused 
of committing between 
1980 and 2006."The time 
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in the United States must 
be counted (in Colombia), 
because he was extradited 
and sentenced there for 
a crime related to the Co- 
lombian armed conflict. 
Drug trafficking was one of 
the products of paramiili- 
tarism,” Magistrate Carlos 
Perez, president of the Jus- 
tice and Peace Chamber 
in Barranquilla, recently 
told The Associated Press. 

Giraldo’s criminal life be- 
gan between the 1970s 


and 1980s, when he went 
from growing coffee to 
growing marijuana. The 
business took off, and he 
became the leader of doz- 
ens of farmers in the north 
of Colombia. Soon, his ille- 
gal, peasant self-defense 
group began vying with 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia for 
control of the Sierra Ne- 
vada de Santa Marta, an 
isolated mountain range 
in the northern part of the 
country. 

The groups’ disputes lasted 
until 2006, when Giraldo 
and other paramilitaries 
agreed to demobilize and 
face the justice system. 
Colombian authorities ac- 
cused Giraldo of abusing 
girs, ages 11 fo 15, be- 
tween 1982 and 2005. More 
than three dozen victims 
spoke during hearings in his 
case. 

“| was afraid to say no to 
him because people say 
that he ordered killed any- 
one who did not do what 
he wanted,” one of the vic- 
tims, who was 12 when she 
was raped, told authorities. 
The AP generally does not 
identify victims of sexual 
abuse.In 1983, Giraldo or- 
dered his armed men to 
bring a 13-year-old girl to 
his farm to abuse her. She 
became pregnant with 
twins, one of whom died 
during labor due to a lack 
of medical attention. ) 


U.S. announces restoration of relations with Palestinians 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 


U.S. President Joe Biden's 
administration announced 
Tuesday it was restoring 





Two Palestinian boys play on top of piles of garbage on a rainy 
day in a poor neighbourhood of Khan Younis, in the southern 
Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021. 
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relations with the Palestin- 
ians and renewing aid to 
Palestinian refugees, a re- 
versal of the Trump admin- 
istration’s cutoff and a key 
element of its new support 
for a two-state solution to 
the decades-old conflict 
between Israelis and Pal- 
estinians. 

Acting U.S. Ambassador 
Richard Mills made the 
announcement of Biden's 
new approach to a high- 
level Security Council 
meeting, saying the new 
U.S. administration believes 
this “remains the best way 
to ensure Israel's future as 
a democratic and Jewish 
state and the Palestinians’ 
legitimate aspirations for a 


state of their own and to 
live with dignity and secu- 
Alive. 

“In order to advance 
these objectives the Biden 
administration will restore 
credible U.S. engagement 
with Palestinians as well as 
Israelis,” Mills said. 

“This will involve renew- 
ing U.S. relations with the 
Palestinian leadershio and 
Palestinian people,” he 
said. 

“President Biden has been 
clear that he intends to 
restore U.S. — assistance 
programs that support 
economic development 
programs and humanitar- 
ian aid to the Palestinian 
people, and to take steps 


to reopen diplomatic re- 
lations that were closed 
by the last U.S. administra- 
tion,.” Mills added. 

He said the United States 
hopes to start working to 
slowly build confidence on 
both sides to create an en- 
vironment to reach a two- 
state solution. 

To pursue this goal, Mills 
said, “the United States will 
urge Israel’s government 
and the Palestinians to 
avoid unilateral steps that 
make a two-state solution 
more difficult,” such as an- 
nexation of territory, settle- 
ment activity, demolitions 
and providing compensa- 
tion for individuals in prison 
for acts of terrorism.LJ 
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Aruba to me...... 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today is blessed with 
readers reaching out to us to share their love for 
the island. Today however it is not only about 
the love for Aruba but also about the love of two 
beautiful people for each other. Tom Erb (24) 
wrote to us: “We have been reading your paper 
the entire time we have been here. We are from 
Washington D.C. and have been in Aruba since 
Januaty 20. | actually just proposed to my girl- 
friend yesterday at Boca Catalina.” 


Tom and his fiancée Polina Goncharova (24) 
live in Washington, D.C. “I work on climate 
change policy at the Center for Climate and 
Energy Solutions and Polina is a soecial educa- 
tion teacher in Washington, D.C. “ They met in 
college at the Claremont Colleges in Clare- 
mont, California. He graduated from Pomona 
College in 2018 and Polina graduated from 
Pitzer College in 2018. 


The couple chose Aruba because of its impres- 
sive Covid-19 protocols that made them feel 
safe when traveling and the kind and thought- 
ful people. “Of course, Aruba is also absolutely 
beautiful and we love the beaches, snorkeling 
with sea turtles, and perfect weather. My col- 
league Stephanie Gagnon recommended that 
we travel here and take advantage of the Wor- 
kation deals. Stephanie visits Aruba regularly.” 


Tom started planning the proposal when he was 
still in Washington, D.C. “One of the co-owners 
of Aruba Sunset Beach Studios, Eve, heloed me 
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find a photographer — Sabine (@sabinegoeretz- 
ohotography). Sabine then recommended 


Aimara Parra (@picnicsbyaimy) to helo with a 
beautiful picnic set-up. Sabine and Aimy were 
both very helpful--they found a perfect location 
forme, gave me advice, and flawlessly execut- 
ed on the big day.” The day before the propos- 
al, he told Polina that he had made a reserva- 
tion at a fancy restaurant so she would dress up. 
“We then starting driving and a little before the 
beach at Boca Catalina, | told her to close her 
eyes. | then parked the car, walked her down 
to the beach with her eyes closed, and when 
| told her to open her eyes | was already on a 








15 DYNA 











ry ra 4 7 

i i i | hy in | | 
Soe ta 7 fe | 
a a | | lhe 
| sig Pay 


YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 
RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


| Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm) 
sales(playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


a a 
i Lifts 


eee 
knee proposing.” The couple enjoyed a won- 
derful picnic and took beautiful photographs. 
They were even greeted with cheers from some 
nearby snorkelers! When they returned to Sun- 
set Beach Studios, their room was decorated 
by the hotel team with hearts and other cute 
decorations. “It was a perfect day and Aruba 
provided the perfect setting: warm weather, a 
beautiful beach, gorgeous wildlife, and plenty 
of heloful and supportive people. | feel so lucky 
to have been able to propose to the love of my 
life here in Aruba. We will never forget If.” 
To finish the sentence ‘Aruba to me ... 
easy for Tom: 


WadaS 


“Aruba to us is full of Unconditional love!” 


Would you also like to be featured in our 
newspaper while vacationing on our One 
Happy Island? It is easy. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is 
sues Send your picture with text (includ- 
INg your name and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday.com and we will 
oublish your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submitting pho- 
tos, text or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today Newspa- 
per, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affilated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compen- 
sation. 

Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, 
we sirive to make you a happy reader 
every day again.) 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


ORANJESTAD — In a new 
study, researchers from the 
non-profit research institute 
Beneath the Waves (BIW) 
documented and revealed 
alarmingly high levels of 
12 heavy metals, including 
mercury, in the muscle tis- 
sues of large reef and tiger 
sharks sampled throughout 
The Bahamas. Published 
today in Scientific Reports, 
the new findings carry im- 
portant implications for hu- 
man health in the Greater 
Caribbean region, where 
sharks are occasionally 
consumed by humans, 
even though strictly pro- 
hibited around several is- 
land such as in the Yarari 
Sanctuary (Bonaire, Saba, 
St. Eustatius) and around St. 
Maarten. 


Over the last century, hvu- 
man activities have rap- 
idly accelerated the influx 





of metals and metalloids 
entering the marine en- 
vironment, posing poten- 
tial risks to biodiversity and 
food security. Evaluating 
muscle tissues of 36 individ- 
ual sharks from six species, 
the results from this study 
provide the first account 
of metal concentrations in 
sharks sampled in The Ba- 
hamas, a relatively pristine 
marine ecosystem where 
sharks live risk-free in a large 
marine protected area. 
Sharks are not commonly 
consumed by humans in 
The Bahamas. 

AS apex predators, sharks 
naturally bio accumulate 
toxins in their bodies from 
eating other species of fish. 
While the impacts on shark 
health remain unknown, 
the concentrations of met- 
als quantified as present 
in the study were deter- 
mined to exceed the levels 
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that are considered toxic 
for Numan consumption. 
The study also found that 
reef sharks, the more resi- 
dent species, had higher 
mercury levels than tiger 
sharks, and that reef sharks’ 
mercury levels increased 
as they matured and grew 
larger. 


“Understanding how sharks 
are affected by humans its 
critical for ongoing conser- 
vation efforts of these eco- 
logically and economically 
important species,” says Dr. 
Oliver Shipley, the study’s 
lead author, Research As- 
sociate at Beneath the 
Waves and postdoctoral 
researcher at The University 
of New Mexico. “Working 
in areas such as The Ba- 
hamas where shark abun- 
dance is relatively stable 
and healthy due to effec- 
tive long-term protection, is 
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important for us to be able 
to establish these baseline 
studies. If the levels are high 
in The Bahamas, imagine 
what they could be in oth- 
er parts of the world where 
sustainability and environ- 
mental conservation are 
not a priority.” 


“This work Underscores the 
benefits of the Bahamas 
shark sanctuary for con- 
ducting important baseline 
studies on the health of our 
marine resources,” says Eric 
Carey, Executive Director 
of Bahamas National Trust. 
“It also highlights the need 
for sustained conservation 
efforts of sharks regionally, 
which are important to the 
Bahamian economy and 
reef health,” he added. 


While the researchers in 
the study identified the 
need for future studies to 
Understand the pathways 
for how these metals ulti- 
mately enter into the ma- 


rine food web, the human 
health risks of ingesting 
heavy metals by consum- 
ing Caribbean sharks spe- 
cies are clear. 


“Shark fisheries are not 
very prevalent in most of 
the Greater Caribbean re- 
gion, but eating sharks can 
be culturally important to 
some nations,” says study 
co-author Dr. Austin Galla- 
gher, Chief Scientist at Be- 
neath the Waves and co- 
founder of The Caribbean 
Shark Coalition. “Yet with 
a strong demand for shark 
oroducts worldwide, this is 
another piece of evidence 
to steer people away from 
consuming — sharks,” he 
adds. 


“Humans and oceans are 
intricately connected, and 
this work highlights the no- 
tion that science can and 
should guide decisions that 
improve ocean and hwu- 
man health.” 


A10/ LOCAL 
WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY 2021 


In Latin America and the Caribbean: 
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Fragile and uneven economic recovery expected, warns new UN report 
COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on the region, exacerbating deep-rooted 
inequalities and pushing millions into poverty 


NEW YORK — Latin Ameri- 
ca and the Caribbean will 
face a fragile and uneven 
recovery as the COVID-19 
crisis may leave lasting 
scars on the region’s econ- 
omies, according to the UN 
World Economic Situation 
and Prospects (WESP) 2021, 
which was launched Janu- 
ary 25th. 


The report warns that the 
devastating SOCIO-ECO- 
nomic impact of the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic will be 
felt for years to come un- 
less smart investments in 
economic, societal and 
climate resilience ensure a 
robust and sustainable re- 
covery of the global econ- 
omy. 

In 2020, the world economy 
shrank by 4.3 per cent, over 
two and half times more 
than during the global crisis 
of 2009. The modest recov- 
ery of 4.7 per cent expect- 
ed in 2021 would barely off- 
set the losses of 2020. 

The pandemic has ravaged 
countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, exact- 
ing a heavy human toll and 
causing an economic con- 
traction of historic propor- 
tions. The region’s GDP de- 
clined by 8 per cent in 2020 
as prolonged national lock- 
downs, weaker merchan- 
dise exports and a collapse 
in tourism undermined eco- 
nomic activities. 

“We are facing the worst 
health and economic crisis 
in 90 years. As we mourn 
the growing death toll, we 
must remember that the 
choices we make now will 
determine our collective 
future,” said UN Secretary- 
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General Antonio Guterres, 
who will address the Davos 
Agenda event later today. 
“Let's invest in an inclu- 
sive and sustainable future 
driven by smart policies, 
impactful investments, and 
a strong and effective mul- 
tilateral system that places 
people at the heart of alll 
socio-economic efforts.” 
The report underscores that 
sustained recovery from 
the pandemic will depend 
not only on the size of the 
stimulus measures, and the 
quick rollout of vaccines, 
but also on the quality and 
efficacy of these measures 
to build resilience against 
future shocks. 

Latin America and the Ca- 
ribbean’s difficult path out 
of the COVID-19 crisis 
“While no country in the re- 
gion has been spared from 
the fallout of the crisis, the 
severity of the shock has 
varied significantly across 
countries,” said Hamid 


Rashid, Chief of the Glob- 
al Economic Monitoring 
Branch at the UN Depart- 
ment of Economic and So- 
cial Affairs, and the lead 
author of the report. 

Haiti, Paraguay and Uru- 
guay, for example, have 
been able to contain the 
spread of the virus and limit 
the economic damage. 
On the other hand, Argen- 
tina, Peru, Panama as well 
as the Caribbean's tourism- 
dependent economies 
have been hit particularly 
hard, suffering double-digit 
contractions of GDP. Faster- 
than-expected rebounds in 
commodity prices — driven 
by strong industrial activity 
in China — and remittance 
inflows have provided sup- 
port for many economies in 
South America and Central 
America. 

The region's = short-term 
outlook is fraught with un- 
certainties over the evolu- 
tion of the pandemic, the 
rollout of vaccines and the 
impact of economic policy 
measures. The UN baseline 
scenarno projects a mod- 
est recovery in growth of 
3.8 per cent in 2021 and 2.6 
per cent in 2022, with ag- 
gregate output expected 
to reach its pre-crisis level 
only by the end of 2023. 
The pandemic —-— which 
came ata time when many 
countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean were 
already struggling with se- 





vere economic, social and 
political difficulties -— has 
exposed and exacerbat- 
ed deep-rooted structural 
inequalities, for example 
between formal and infor- 
mal workers, and men and 
women. 

Millions of jobs have been 
lost, especially in the in- 
formal sector, where most 
occupations are contact- 
intensive. Women, young 
people and workers with 
low education, who make 
Up the bulk of employment 
in sectors such as retail and 
hospitality, were most se- 
verely affected. Job and 
income losses have pushed 
millions of people in Latin 
America and the Caribbe- 
an into poverty, wiping out 
all progress made over the 
oast 15 years. 

Investment activities across 
the region have taken a 
severe — and most likely 
prolonged — hit from the 
pandemic. Amid _ falling 
consumer demand, tem- 
porary business clo7sures 
and heightened uncertain- 
ties, firms have rolled back 
planned investment. 

The 13 per cent decline in 
investment in 2020 dwarfs 
the drop experimenced 
in 2009. While investment 
bounced back quickly af- 
ter the global financial cri- 
sis, a fast recovery seems 
Unlikely this time around 
amid significant and linger- 
ing uncertainties. The threat 


of another lost decade -— in 
terms of both economic 
growth and develooment 
progress — Is looming large 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 


The report emphasizes that 
monetary and fiscal sup- 
port measures have provid- 
ed a lifeline to households 
and businesses across the 
region. Although many 
countries entered the pan- 
demic with sizeable fiscal 
deficits and high public 
debt levels, Governments 
deployed considerable 
resources tO Combat the 
health and economic crisis. 
Brazil, Chile and Peru intro- 
duced the largest stimulus 
packages in the region, 
amounting to an estimated 
10-15 per cent of GDP. 


“Going forward, contin- 
ued fiscal support remains 
critical for the recovery 


as national efforts of re- 
source mobilization must 
be complemented by im- 
proved access to external 
finance,” added Rashid. 

Without decisive policy ac- 
tion, the crisis could have a 
lasting negative impact on 
the region's labour markets 
and investment in physical 
and human capital. This, in 
turn, could further stifle in- 
novation and productivity 
growth, holding back liv- 
ing standards. Against this 
backdrop, there are grow- 
ing calls for a new devel- 
opment model, centered 
on a radical transforma- 
tion of production and 
consumption patterns. 


About the World Econom- 
ic Situation and Prospects 
2021 

The World Economic Situa- 
tion and Prospects 2021 is 
a report produced by the 
UN Department of Eco- 
nomic and Social Affairs 
(DESA), in partnership with 
the UN Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), and the five UN 
regional commissions. The 
UN World Tourism Organiza- 
tion also contributed to the 
report. For more informa- 
tion, please visit: www.\bit. 
ly/wespreport. LL) 
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Millennial Money: 3 things to know if you're new fo gig work 


By KELSEY SHEEHY 

of NerdWallet 

Shutdowns, layoffs and 
salary cuts brought on by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
have left millions of Ameri- 
cans searching for new 
sources of income. Those 
who've recently turned to 
gig work may be weeks 
away from a financial sur- 
prise in the form of unex- 
pected tax bills and insur- 
ance coverage fine print. 
“These are the two key 
items that most new busi- 
ness owners overlook,” says 
Chris Russell, a San Diego- 
based certified financial 
planner who specializes in 
business owners and the 
self-employed. 

Don’t consider yourself a 
small-business owner? Well, 
let's start there. 

TO THE IRS, YOU ARE A 
SMALL BUSINESS 

Sure, you're just running 
food deliveries. But that 
simple act makes you a 
small business in the eyes 
of the IRS. And that opinion 
is the only one that counts 
when it comes fo taxes. 
“Basically, you're  con- 
sidered an independent 
contractor,” says Garrett 
Watson, a senior policy 
analyst with the Tax Foun- 
dation, a nonprofit organi- 
zation. “You don't need to 
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In this July 1, 2020 file photo, Instacart worker Saori Okawa loads groceries into her car for home 


delivery in San Leandro, Calif. 


do anything super compli- 
cated. You don’t need to 
incorporate or do anything 
like that.” But you do need 
To pay taxes on any money 
you earn through gig work. 
This fact is offen an unwel- 
come, and expensive, sur- 
prise for new gig workers. As 
an employee, income and 
payroll taxes are aqutomati- 
cally withheld from your 
paycheck. That’s not the 
case for gig workers, Russell 
says. No taxes are deduct- 
ed from the money you 


make as a business owner,” 
Russell says. “Meaning that 
you will likely owe a lot of 
money to the IRS when you 
file your returns.” 

A good rule of thumb: For 
every dollar you earn doing 
gig work, save 30% to put 
toward income and self- 
employment taxes. Going 
forward, plan to estimate 
and pay those taxes quar- 
terly to avoid a penalty 
from the IRS. 

And if you're thinking “l 
didn’t earn much. | won't 


PepsiCo goes Beyond Meat in new 


partnership 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 

PepsiCo and Beyond 
Meat are creating a joint 
venture to develop snacks 
and drinks made from 
plant-based proteins. 

The companies didn’t re- 
veal what kinds of prod- 
ucts they will make Tues- 
day, saying they're still in 
develooment. 

But the collaboration sent 
Beyond Meat’s shares to 
their largest single-day 
gain since they began 
trading in 2019, jumping 
by more than $62 each 


to $221. Pepsi's shares re- 
mained flat. 
The join venture gives 


Pepsi access to one of the 
leading plant-based meat 


companies at a time when 
consumers are increasing- 
ly cutting back on meat 
consumption and looking 
for healthier, more sustain- 
able foods. Beyond Meat’s 
burgers, sausages and 
chicken, which are made 
from pea protein, are sold 
worldwide, including aft 
Starbucks in China and 
Pizza Hut in the U.S. 

Beyond Meat gets access 
to to Pepsi's distribution 
system and broad product 
line. Pepsi, in addition to 
drinks, makes Fritos, Chee- 
tos and Tostitos, as well as 
Matador beef jerky. 

It's a shot in the arm for 
El Segundo, California- 
based Beyond Medt, 
which had been strug- 


gling to convince investors 
of its growth opportunities 
as competition increased. 
Beyond Meat shares plum- 
meted in November after 
retail sales slowed and 
McDonald’s hinted that It 
might work with another 
supplier on a new oplant- 
based burger for the U.S. 
market. 

Food companies are _ in- 
creasingly jumping into 
the plant-based space. In 
2019, Chobani introduced 
coconut milk-based yo- 
gurt and Nestle brought 
out plant-based burgers 
and ground meat. Meat 
giant Tyson Foods, which 
used to own a stake in 
Beyond Meat, now has its 
own line of plant-based 


Associated Press 


report it. How will the IRS 
know?” Don't. It'll know. 
EXPENSE TRACKING IS YOUR 
BEST FRIEND 

Gig work isn't all money in 
the bank. You are incurring 
expenses, too. Keep track 
of those as you can likely 
deduct some of them and 
lower that tax bill we talked 
about a second ago. 

Apps like Stride, Hurdlr and 
MilelQ automatically track 
your mileage and expens- 
es, for free or a nominal 
fee, to helo you calcu- 


late taxes. Depending on 
your situation, Greiser says 
QuickBooks might be worth 
exploring. 

“It is a small investment to 
track expenses, estimate 
your quarterly taxes, track 
your mileage and pay your 
quarterly faxes online,” 
Grelser says. 

You also want to investi- 
gate the nuances of what 
can and cannot be de- 
ducted depending on your 
slice of gig work, Watson 
says, pointing to ride-hail- 
ing services as an example. 
Say you drop a passenger 
off and drive across town 
to find your next ride, he 
says. Can you deduct the 
cost of gas used in be- 
tween rides? (You can.)The 
IRS Gig Economy Tax Cen- 
ter is a good place to find 
answers to your questions. 
INSURANCE CAN BE COM- 
PLICATED 

The IRS isn’t the only agency 
that needs to know about 
your new income stream. 
Your insurance agent 
needs fo be clued in, too. 
Not disclosing your work 
could get you dropped 
from your policy in some 
cases. And, beyond that, 
your insurance agent can 
helo you understand what 
aspects of your gig work 
are covered._] 





In this June 27, 2019, file photo a Techies burger Sate called 
Beyond Burger made by Beyond Meat is displayed at a grocery 


store in Richmond, Va. 


meats. Consumers are ea- 
ger to try those products. 
U.S. sales of plant-based 
meat jumped 45% in the 
52 weeks ending Jan. 16; 
traditional meat sales rose 
19% in the same period, 
according to NielsenlQ, a 


Associated Press 


data firm. Total U.S. sales 
of plant-based proteins 
— including products like 
almond milk and_ plant- 
based eggs — jumped 
19% over the last year, out- 
pacing the 14% increase in 
all food sales.L) 
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Ist private space crew paying $55M each fo fly to station 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, | Fla. 
(AP) — The first private 
soace station crew was iIn- 
troduced Tuesday: Three 
men who are each pay- 
ing $55 million to fly on a 
Soacex rocket. 

They'll be led by a former 
NASA astronaut now work- 
ing for Axiom Space, the 
Houston company that 
arranged the trio for next 
January. 

“This is the first private flight 
to the International Space 
Station. It's never been 
done before,” said Axiom’s 
chief executive and presi- 
dent Mike Suffredini, a for- 
mer soace station program 
manager for NASA. 

While mission Commander 
Michael Lopez-Alegria _ Is 
well known in soace circles, 
“the other three guys are 
just pbeople who want to be 
able to go To space, and 
we're providing that op- 
portunity,” Suffredini told 
The Associated Press. 

The first crew will soend 
eight days at the space 
station, and will take one 
or two days to get there 
aboard a SpaceX Dragon 





This combination of photos provided by Axiom Space in January 2021 shows, from left, Larry 
Connor, Michael Lopez-Alegria, Mark Pathy and Eytan Stibbe. On Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021, Axiom 
announced they will be the first private space station crew, a year ahead of the planned launch. 


capsule = following __ liftoff 
from Cape Canaveral. 

Russia has been in the off- 
the-planet tourism business 
for years, selling rides to the 
International Space Station 
since 2001. Other space 
companies like Richard 
Branson's Virgin Galactic 
and Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin 
plan to take paying cus- 
tomers on up-and-down 
flights lasting just minutes. 
These trios — much more 
affordable with seats going 


for hundreds of thousands 
versus millions — could kick 
off this year. 

Axiom’s first Customers. in- 
clude Larry Connor, a real 
estate and tech entrepre- 
neur from Dayton, Ohio, 
Canadian financier Mark 
Pathy and Israeli business- 
man Eytan Stibbe, a close 
friend of Israel’s first astro- 
naut Ilan Ramon, who was 
killed in the space shuttle 
Columbia accident in 2003. 
“These guys are all very in- 


Associated Press 


volved and doing it for kind 
of forthe betterment of their 
communities and coun- 
tries, and so we couldn't be 
happier with this makeup 
of the first crew because of 
their drive and their inter- 
est,” Suffredini said. 

Each of these first paying 
customers intends fo per- 
form science research in 
orbit, he said, along with 
educational outreach. 
Lopez-Alegria, a _ former 
soace station —_ resident 
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and spacewalking leader, 
called the group a “collec- 
tion of pioneers.” 

Tom Cruise was mentioned 
last year as a potential 
crew member; NASA top 
officials confirmed he was 
interested in filming a mov- 
le at the space station. 
There was no word Tues- 
day on whether Cruise will 
catch the next Axiom flight. 
Suffredini declined to com- 
ment. 

Each of the private astro- 
nauts had to pass medical 
tests and will get 15 weeks 
of training, according to 
Suffredini. The 70-year-old 
Connor will become the 
seconad-oldest person to 
flY in space, after John 
Glenn's shuttle flight in 1998 
at age 77. He'll also serve 
under Lopez-Alegria as the 
capsule pilot.Axiom plans 
about two private missions 
a year fo the space station. 
It also is working to launch Its 
own live-in compartments 
to the station beginning in 
2024. This section would be 
detached from the station 
once it’s retired by NASA 
and the international part- 
ners, and become its own 
private outpost.L) 





Studies extend hopes for antibody drugs against COVID-19 
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This photo provided by Eli Lilly shows the drug bamlanivimab. 
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Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 
New results extend hopes 
for drugs that supply anti- 
bodies to fight COVID-19, 
suggesting they can help 
keep patients out of the 
hospital and possibly pre- 
vent illness in some unin- 
fected people. 

Eli Lilly said Tuesday that a 
two-antibody combo re- 
duced the risk of hospital- 
izations or death by 70% 
In newly diagnosed, non- 
hospitalized COVID-19 pa- 
tients at high risk of serious 
illness because of age or 
other health conditions. All 
10 deaths that occurred 
in the study were among 
those receiving placebo 
rather than the antibodies. 
Separately, Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. said 
partial results from an on- 
going study suggest its 
drug combo completely 
prevented symptomatic 
infections in housemates of 
someone with COVID-19. 


Importantly, the drug was 
given as multiple shots rath- 
er than through an IV. The 
need for an infusion has 
greatly limited the use of 
antibody drugs in the pan- 
demic because of health 
care shortages. 


Conceptis ate 


None of the new results 
have been published or 
reviewed by other scien- 
tists, and the Regeneron 
ones were based on only 
one quarter of patients in 
its study and were not a 
planned early analysis. LJ 
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For Sale: Casa del Mar 
Presidential unit at Casa Del 
Mar for week 1, room 1317. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, full kitchen, 
dining room, pool and fitness 
center. Asking $16,000. Call 
USA, 845-239-2918 or email 
garyhudak684@comcast.net 


For Sale: Casa Del Mar 
Presidential unit at Casa Del 
Mar for week 2, room 1511. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, full kitchen, 
dining room, pool and fitness 
center. Asking $16,000. Call 
USA, 845-239-2918 or email 
garyhudak684@comcast.net. 


For Sale: Barcelo 
All Inclusive. 
Prime week, studio deluxe unit. 
Sleeps 2. Cost of food and 
liquor package extra. Cost of 
ownership $12,000. Call USA 
845-239-2918 or email garyhu- 
dak684@comcast.net. 

213673 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
week 1/1408 (15k); 

week 2/1113 (16k); 

week 5/1315 (18k); 

week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
week 8/1113; 8/1409 
(17k/wk.); 

week 9/1218 (15k); 

week 10/1207 (15k); 
weeks 11-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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FOR RENT/SALE 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
WK 1 Jan 2-9 1 BR OCEAN- 
FRONT 

WK 4 Jan 23-30 Pool OCEAN 
VIEW 

WK 8 & 9 Feb 20-Mar 06 2BR 
OCEANFRONT 

WK 31 & 32 Jul 31-Aug 4 2BR 
Pool OCEAN VIEW 

Call +941-343-1088 USA 


213678 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2 BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

2 BR WK # 1,2,3 

Room # 2308/2309 

25 weeks remain each 

Price : $ 55 K all 3 weeks 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 
1BRWK#3,4,5 

Room # 4226 

25 weeks remain each 
Price : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

2BRWK#3 

Room # 4215/4216 

25 weeks remain 

Price :$18K 

More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

Studio WK # 2 Room # 4205 
1BR WK#3 Room # 4102 
22 weeks remain 

Price : studio $7K, 1 BR $8K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Resort 

Studio WK # 1 

Room # 3101 

32 weeks remain 

Price: $7K 

More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR wk #5 and 6 room # 1550 
Ground floor pool $20K each- 
More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Paradise Beach Villas 
1BRWK#3 

Room # 204 

Garden view 

Price : $7 K 

More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort 

1BRWK#2 room # 2579 

1 BR WK #3,4room # 3556 
Price : $8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

3 BR, 2 Bath Full furnish 
Ground floor across 

Eagle Beach 

Price : $600K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Villas Tierra Del Sol 

2 BR, 2 Bath 

Full furnish 

Ocean View 

Price : $ 450 K 

More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For All Time Share Owners 
On the Islands Of Aruba 
Interested in Sell your week? 
Contact HTTA 

* Free Listings 

* Free Appraisal report 
“Transfer ownership 

* Handle all legal documents 
36 Years in Business 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Condo Gold Coast 

2 BR, 2 Bath Town House 
Full furnish 

Price :$ 325K 

More info call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 





San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 
Police 100 










Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Goade becomes first Native American to win Caldecott Medal 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Illustrator 
Michaela Goade became 
the first Native American 
to win the prestigious Ran- 
doloh Caldecott Medal for 
best children’s picture sto- 
ry, cited for “We Are Water 
Protectors,” a celebration 
of nature and condemna- 
tion of the “black snake” 
Dakota Access Pipeline. 
“lam really honored and 
oroud,” the 30-year-old 
Goade told The Associated 
Press in a telephone inter- 
view. “| think it’s really im- 
portant for young people 
and aspiring book makers 
and other creative people 
to see this.” 

Tae Keller's chapter book 
“When You Trap a Tiger,” 
in which a young Korean- 
American explores her 
identity and her heritage 
through her grandmother's 
stories, won the John New- 
bery Medal for the out- 
standing children’s work 
overall of 2020. Keller, who 
was raised in Hawaii and 
now lives in New York, drew 
Upon Korean folklore and 
family history for “When You 
Trap a Tiger,” also named 
the year’s best Asian/Pa- 
cific American literature. 
“The book really did grow 
from the recognition of my 
grandmother as this full per- 
son with so much life and so 
many stories to tell,” Keller, 


27, told the AP. “I also did 
a great deal of research 
into Korean folklore and 
Korean history. There was a 
lot | heard growing up, but 
| had never had a fuller, 
deeper understanding of it 
all. | think that was the most 
rewarding part of writing 
this book.” 
Jacqueline 
whose previous 
include a National Book 
Award, won her third 
Coretta Scott King Award 
for best work by a Black au- 
thor for “Before the Ever Af- 
ter.” And a tribute to Aretha 
Franklin, “R-E-S-P-E-C-T,” re- 
ceived the King award for 
best illustration. The book 
was written by Carole Bos- 
ton Weatherford, with im- 
ages by Frank Morrison. 

“We Are Water Protec- 
tors,” written by Carole 
Lindstrom, was conceived 
in response to the planned 
construction of the Dakota 
pipeline through Standing 
Rock Sioux territory. Goade, 
a member of the Tlingit 
and Haida Indian tribes in 
Southeast Alaska, was sent 
a copy of the manuscript 
through her agent in 2018 
and responded immedi- 
ately to its political mes- 
sage and message of wa- 
ter as a universal force. 

“| love how it balanced 
lyricism and poetry with a 
powerful message,” says 
Goade, who used every- 


Woodson, 
honors 





This cover image released by Roaring Brook Press shows “We 
Are Water Protectors,” written by Carol Lindstrom and illustrated 
by Michaela Goade. 


thing from watercolors to 
Gouache paint as she con- 
jured moods ranging from 
the water's sensual blue 
waves to the harsh black of 
the snake/pipeline and the 
burning red of the snake's 
tongue. 

The Newbery medal was 
established in 1922, the 
Caldecott in 1937. Goade, 
whose other books include 
“Encounter,” is the first Na- 
tive American to win in 
either category. Her next 
book is the picture story “| 
Sang You Down from the 
Stars,” a collaboration with 


Associated Press 
author Tasha Spillett-Sum- 
ner that comes out In April. 
Goade’s win was widely 
cheered on social media, 
including by — Lindstrom, 
who tweeted to the illus- 
trator: “| have no words to 
describe how proud of you 
lam. | love you so so much. 
You are so extremely tal- 
ented and just an amazing 
oerson inside and out.” Dr. 
Debbie Reese, founder of 
the educational resource 
American Indians in Chil- 
dren's Literature, noted 
that previous Caldecott 
awards had gone fo stories 


about Natives that were 
created by non-Natives, 
citing Paul Goble's “The Girl 
Who Loved Wild Horses” 
and Gerald McDermott’s 
“Arrow to the Sun.” 

“What | see in this year’s 
winners is a respect for Na- 
tive writing,” Reese told the 
AP. “We are so much more 
than what the mainstream 
understands, and slowly — 
and hopefully surely as we 
move into the future — edi- 
tors and readers are com- 
ing to understand who we 
were, and who we are.” 
Daniel Nayeri’s “Everything 
Sad Is Untrue (a true story)” 
won the Michael L. Printz 
Award for best young adult 
novel, and Mildred D. Tay- 
lor, Known for “Roll of Thun- 
der, Hear My Cry” among 
other works, was given a 
“Literature Legacy” award. 
Kekla Magoon, who has 
written or co-written “X: A 
Novel” and “How It Went 
Down,” won d._ lifetime 
achievement award for 
young adult books. 

Ernesto Cisneros’ “Efren Di- 
vided” won the Pura Bel- 
ore prize for outstanding 
Latinx author. Raul Gon- 
zalez's “Vamos! Let’s Go 
Eat” received the Belpre 
award for illustration. The 
Stonewall Book Award for 
best LGBT literature was 
given to Archaa Shrivastav 
for “We Are Little Feminists: 
Families.) 





Jane Fonda to receive Golden Globes’ Cecil B. DeMille Award 





Actress Jane Fonda appears at the 71st international film festival 
in Cannes, southern France, on May 12, 2018. The Golden Globes 
will bestow the Cecil B. DeMille Award to Fonda during the 78th 


annual awards show next month. 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
AP Entertainment Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jane 
Fonda cemented herself 
into Hollywood allure as a 
chameleonlike actor and 


Associated Press 


social activist, and now the 
Golden Globes will honor 
her illustrious career with its 
highest honor. 

Fonda will receive the Ce- 
cil B. DeMille Award during 


the 78th annual awards 
ceremony on Feb. 28, the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association announced 
Tuesday. A member of 
one of America’s most dis- 
tinguished acting families, 
Fonda has captivated and 
inspired fans along with crit- 
ics In such films as “Klute” 
and “Coming Home.” 
Fonda, the daughter of 
Oscar winner Henry Fonda 
and sister of Peter Fon- 
da, made an impact off- 
screen by creating organi- 
zations to support women’s 
equality and prevent teen 
pregnancy and improve 
adolescent health. She re- 
leased a workout video in 
1982 and was active on 
behalf of liberal political 
causes. 

In a statement, HFPA Presi- 


dent Ali Sar applauded 
the Golden Globe winner's 
decorated career and her 
“unrelenting activism.” 
“Her undeniable — talent 
has gained her the highest 
level of recognition,” Sar 
said of Fonda. “While her 
professional life has taken 
many turns, her unwaver- 
ing commitment to evok- 
ing change has remained.” 
The DeMille Award is given 
annually to an “individual 
who has made an incred- 
ible impact on the world of 
entertainment.” 

Past recipients include Tom 
Hanks, Jeff Bridges, Oprah 
Winfrey, Morgan Freeman, 
Meryl Streep, Barbra Strei- 
sand, Sidney Poitier and Lu- 
cille Ball. 

Fonda, 83, has been nomi- 
nated for five Academy 


Awards and won two for 
the thriller “Klute” and the 
compassionate — anti-war 
drama “Coming Home.” 
She had other prominent 
films including “The China 
Syndrome,” “The Electric 
Horseman” with Robert 
Redford, and “9 to 5” with 
Lily Tomlin and Dolly Par- 
ton. She stars in the Netflix 
television series “Grace & 
Frankie.”L] 
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By PAUL NEWBERRY 

AP Sports Writer 

The U.S. Olympic swimming 
trials will be split into two 
meets, a striking change 
designed to provide saf- 
er conditions on the pool 
deck in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
USA Swimming announced 
Tuesday thata Wave | meet 
of lower-ranked swimmers 
qualifying for the trials will 
be held on June 4-7. 

The top finishers will ad- 
vance to the main Wave Il 
meet on June 13-20 — the 
already scheduled dates 
for the trials — to determine 
who represents the U.S at 
the Tokyo Games. 

Both meets will take place 
in a temporary pool set Up 
inside the CHI Health Cen- 
ter arena in Omaha, Ne- 
braska, the trials’ host for 
the fourth straight time. 

The change is designed to 
reduce overcrowding on 
the pool deck, an adja- 
cent warmup pool and the 
athlete seating areas. The 
top 41 seeded swimmers in 
each event will automati- 
cally qualify for Wave ll. 

As of last week, 1,305 ath- 
letes had qualified for the 
Olympic trials since the win- 
dow opened Nov. 28, 2018. 
The meet, initially set for last 
summer, was delayed a 
year after the Tokyo Olym- 
pics were postponed be- 
cause of the pandemic, 
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U.S. Olympic swim trials split into 2 meets because of COVID 





In this July 1, 2016, file _ Elizabeth Beisel, left, and Missy Franklin start hes women’s 200- meter 
backstroke semifinal at the U.S. Olympic swimming trials in Omaha, Neb. 


which has claimed more 
than 400,000 American lives 
and more than 2 million vic- 
tims around the world. 
“Our number one _ priority 
was to find a way to host 
trials in the safest possible 
environment while also giv- 
ing the athletes the best 
opportunity to succeed,” 
said Mike Unger, USA Swim- 
ming’s chief operating of- 
ficer. 

Instead of limiting the meet 
to only the top-seeded 
swimmers, the governing 
body preferred a format 
that provided valuable ex- 
perience to those who may 
be contenders in future 
years. 


“While selecting the Olym- 
pic team for Tokyo Is a criti- 
cal goal for the trials, It Is 
important to note that the 
experience gained at trials 
by some of the lower-seed- 
ed athletes has historically 
provided a great experi- 
ence for future Olympic 
trials (and games), which 
fueled our desire to host 
two events,” Unger said in 
a statement. 

USA Swimming reviewed 
the last five Olympic. fri- 
als going back to 2000 to 
determine the the lowest- 
seeded swimmers to qual- 
ify for an event final. Mor- 
gan Scroggy, seeded 41st, 
qualified for the 200-meter 
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backstroke final at the 2008 
trials. 

Erin Phenix was the lowest- 
seeded swimmer to earn a 
spot on the Olympic team. 
She was 38th when she 
qualified as a relay swim- 
mer for the 2000 Sydney 
Games by finishing sixth in 
the 100 free final. 

Based on that data, USA 
Swimming will adjust the 
current trials standard in 
each event to the current 
Alst-seeded time. Athletes 
who have met or bettered 
that time will automatically 
advance to Wave ll. 

The newly adjusted stan- 
dards also factor in a pos- 
sible growth of 50-60 ath- 


letes per event in the four 
months leading into the 
Olympic Trials, generat- 
ing a final field of approxi- 
mately 750 total athletes in 
the Wave Il meet. 
Swimmers who do not meet 
the Wave Il time standards 
before May 30 will compete 
in the Wave | meet. The topo 
two finishers in each event 
will advance to Wave Il, 
which will ultimately deter- 
mine the U.S. team. 

Local officials supported 
the decision to split the 
meet into two events. They 
are working with USA Swim- 
ming and the U.S. Olympic 
& Paralympic Committee 
to come up with safety 
guidelines for the meet. It 
has not been determined 
how many fans will be al- 
lowed in the 17,000-seat 
arena. 

Josh Todd, executive direc- 
tor of the Omaha Sports 
Commission, said the new 
format “provides us with 
the opportunity to stage 
not one, but two marquee 
events in the city of Oma- 
ha.” 

“We are working closely 
with the CHI Health Center 
team and are committed 
to delivering a safe and 
memorable experience 
for every athlete coming 
to Omaha to chase their 
dreams and to compete 
for a spot on the U.S. Olym- 
pic team.” Todd said.) 





Washington's King Ist Black female assistant position coach 


By The Associated Press 
Washington promoted Jen- 
nifer King to assistant run- 
ning backs coach Tuesday, 
making her the first Black 
female assistant position 
coach in the NEL. 

She is the second woman 
in league history to be an 
assistant position coach 
after Tampa Bay's assis- 
tant defensive line coach 
Lori Locust. King spent the 
2020 season as a full-year 
coaching intern under 
Ron Rivera and worked 
with running backs coach 
Randy Jordan. “The sky Is 
truly the limit for her,” Rivera 
said. “She got the chance 
to experience not only the 
in-season work that goes 
into being a full-time coach 
in this league but also the 


countless hours that are 
spent preparing in the off- 
season, as well. 

“She demonstrated all of 
the qualities that are need- 
ed to work full time on my 
staff. She is a hard worker, a 
great communicator and a 
quality person. Coach King 
is always eager to learn 
and has shown tremen- 
dous growth since starting 
here last season.” 

King previously interned 
for Rivera with the Caro- 
lina Panthers and has also 
been an assistant at Dart- 
mouth College and for the 
Arizona Hotshots of the Allli- 
ance of American Football. 
“lam very pleased to have 
coach King back to assist 
me full time in the running 
backs room,” Jordan said. 


“She was extremely help- 
ful last year in seeing the 
game from a different per- 
spective, and she was a tre- 
mendous communicator in 
our room. | look forward to 
continuing to collaborate 
as we move forward in our 
program and as she moves 
forward in her coaching 
career.” 

Washington's playoff 
game against the now- 
Super Bowl-bound  Buc- 
caneers was the first NFL 
playoff game to have a 
female coach on each 
sideline. Tampa Bay had 
two: Locust and assistant 
strength and conditioning 
coach Maral Javadifar, 
and coach Bruce Arians 
called women in coaching 
“the wave of the future.” 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers assistant strength/conditioning coach 
Maral Javadifar, left, talking with Washington full-year coaching 
intern Jennifer King, right, following the conclusion of an NFL 
wild-card playoff football game, Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, in 
Landover, Md. Tampa Bay won 31-23. 


“This game, it’s a tremen- 
dous game,” Rivera said. 
“It should be open to every- 
body in terms of opportuni- 
ties to play, opportunities 
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to coach or opportunities 
to lead the organization. 
| think that’s an important 
message that the league Is 
putting out there.”) 
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The lack of wins starting fo pile up for Tony Finau 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

At least it can't be said Tony 
Finau is in a slump. He hasn't 
won enough for that. 

And that might be his big- 
gest burden. 

InN his seventh year on the 
PGA Tour, in 168 tourna- 
ments, his only victory was in 
March of 2016 at the Puerto 
Rico Open, the same week 
the top 64 in the world were 
in Texas for the Match Play. 
Everyone in golf should 
know this because it gets 
mentioned every time 
Finau is in contention, like 
he was last week in the 
California desert, or when 
he's a captain's pick, like 
he was for the Ryder Cup in 
France and the Presidents 
Cup in Australia. 

He looks to be built for 
greatness. Finau is 6-foot-4 
with a wingspan measured 
at 6-foot-8. He is capable 
of generating as much ball 
soeed as Bryson DeCham- 
beau without the grunts or 
the protein shakes. 

Finau has been among the 
top 50 in the world for the 
last three years, reaching 
as high as No. 9 toward 
the end of 2018. He has 
amassed more than $20 
million in PGA Tour earnings. 
He has fit in nicely among 
America's finest in the last 
two team compe+titions. 

So it's not a slump. That be- 
longs to others in the field 
this week at the Farmers In- 
surance Open. 

Jordan Spieth hasn't won 
since he captured the third 
leg of the career Grand 
Slam in the 2017 British 
Open. Rickie Fowler is ap- 
proaching the two-year 
anniversary of his last win 
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Tony Finau watches his approach shot from the 18th fairway during the third round of The Ameri- 
can Express golf tournament on the Pete Dye Stadium Course at PGA West, Saturday, Jan. 23, 


2021, in La Quinta, Calif. 


and Is out of the top 50 for 
the first time in seven years. 
Francesco Molinari tied for 
eighth last week. That was 
his first too 10 since he lost 
a two-shot lead on the 
back nine of the 2019 Mas- 
ters, when he was No. 7 in 
the world. The British Open 
champion from 2018 is now 
at No. 110. 

Slumps are for those who 
have a history of winning. 
Finau should want to trade 
places. 

Instead, he heads from 
PGA West after another 
close call to Torrey Pines for 
what he sees as another 
opportunity. He is not eas- 
ily discouraged, and that 
requires a different kind of 
strength. 

The American Express was 
the fourth time he has had 


at least a share of the 54- 
hole lead and failed to win. 
Among the more crushing 
losses was the Waste Man- 
agement Phoenix Open 
last year, when Webb 
Simpson birdied the last 
two holes to force a play- 
off and then made another 
birdie to win. 

There also was the HSBC 
Champions in Shanghdi, 
where Finau took a three- 
shot lead into the final 
round. Xander Schauffele 
was one shot behind with 
two holes to play when he 
made one only four bird- 
ies on the final day at the 
tough par-3 17th, matched 
birdies with Finau on the 
par-5 closing hole and won 
with a two-putt birdie in the 
playoff. 

On Sunday at PGA West, 
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Finau was tied for the lead 
and began with two quick 
birdies. He dropped back 
by hitting 3-iron into the wa- 
ter on the par-5 11th and 
missing a 3-foot par putt. 
He shot 68 and finished four 
behind Si Woo Kim, who 
shot 64 to hold off Patrick 
Cantlay and his 61. 

It's always someone else, 
and it only raises the same 
question. One victory in 168 
chances with all that tal- 
ent. Why? 

The next one — there will 
be a next one, right? — 
wont change that. 

Charles Howell Ill has been 
dealing with it his entire ca- 
reer. Even when he won the 
RSM Classic at Sea Island at 
the end of 2018, the chat- 
ter inevitably got around to 
why he hadn't won more 
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than three times. 

It wasn't a lack of effort 
by Howell, and it's not by 
Finau. He has had six run- 
ner-up finishes and 35 top 
10s since his lone playoff 
victory in Puerto Rico. 

"We would have thought 
he would have won his 
second title by now," Boyd 
Summerhays, his swing 
coach, told Golf Chan- 
nel on Sunday. "You would 
have thought that. The fans 
would have thought that, 
which is why, behind the 
scenes, I've never seen him 
work as hard as he has the 
last year." 

Finau left the desert en- 
couraged, the opposite of 
what it would seem. 

He said he usually has a 
pretty good sense when he 
walks off the final hole, and 
someone else is headed 
for the trophy presentation, 
how much a loss is going 
to sting. This wasn't one of 
them. He felt he was head- 
ed in the right direction. 

It's not that the losses are 
mounting, because in no 
other sport does greatness 
have such a high rate of 
losing. 

The rate of winning is what 
stands out for Finau. 

And as Summerhays said, 
“Every tournament that 
goes by makes It more dif- 
ficult. There's no other way 
to look aft it." Finau con- 
ceded it gets tiring answer- 
ing questions about when 
he will win again. For him, it 
only adds to the challenge, 
which already has proven 
to be stout. "I'm going to 
have a lot of opportunities 
to win tournaments. That's 
to me what the exciting 
thing is," he said. L) 


Boston Marathon set for Oct. 11 if state allows 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 


26.2-mile race was not run. 


October." 


AP Sports Writer 

BOSTON (AP) — The 125th edition of the Bos- 
ton Marathon will be held Oct. 11 if road races 
are allowed fo take place under Massachu- 
setts’ COVID-19 restrictions, race officials said 
Tuesday. 

The Boston Athletic Association said it has "cau- 
tious optimism’ the event will take place. Last 
year's Boston Marathon was postponed from 
April to September and ultimately canceled 
two months later, the first time since 1897 that 
the world's oldest and most prestigious annual 


Plans for this year's race are pending approval 
from the eight cities and towns that are part of 
the marathon route. 

"Massachusetts continues to fight COVID-19 
and distribute vaccines across the common- 
wealth, and with brighter days ahead, we 
are looking forward to getting back to a new 
normal in 2021," Gov. Charlie Baker, a Repub- 
lican, said in a statement. "We will continue to 
work with local partners and the BAA to moni- 
tor the situation and remain hopeful that the 
125th Boston Marathon can take place this 


Road races are not permitted until the state's 
reopening plan enters Phase 4. Massachusetts 
reverted to Phase 3 in December. 

A total of 15,972 people ran a virtual race last 
year, completing the 26.2-mile distance on 
their own over a 10-day period. In 1918, the 
marathon format was modified to a relay due 
to World War |; the 2013 race was stopped 
when two bombs exploded at the finish line, 
several hours after the winners had finished 
but while many recreational runners were still 
on the course.L] 





